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Final report on inventorying and labelling artifacts in Ma’arrat al-

Numan Museum with Smart Water   

 

Project title: Emergency intervention in Ma’arrat al-Numan Museum to 

inventory and label artifacts with Smart Water  

Location: Ma’arrat al-Numan Museum in Ma’arrat al-Numan, Idlib 

governorate  

Contractor: Cultural Heritage Center 

Start date: June 20th 2018  

End date: August 20th 2018   

Project duration: Eight weeks only 



Funded and supported by the UNESCO Emergency Safeguarding of 

Syrian Cultural Heritage Project 
 

 
 

 
 

Project Aim:  

Identify museum contents accurately, match them to museum records, 

and create a new record of the artifacts. 

Project goals: 

1- Document all archaeological artifacts currently stored at the 

museum. 

2- Create a new record of archaeological artifacts along with an 

electronic copy. 

3- Spray artifacts with SmartWater. 

4- Manufacture wooden boxes to store artifacts. 

5- Prepare storage site to hold artifacts and provide protection. 
 

First item: Inventory the artifacts from the museum record: 

Work included creating an inventory of museum objects/artifacts by the 

team from the Cultural Heritage Center, and creating a new record with 

the inclusion of an electronic copy of the artifacts. Each piece was 

measured and photographed, and then the artifacts were then marked with 

SmartWater to protect against theft.  

 



 
 

 

 

 
 



 
Labelling Stone objects with new museum numbers 

 

 

 

 
Taking measurements and spraying with SmartWater. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
Marking objects using SmartWater for identification purposes. 

 



 
Documenting and registering archaeological material stored at the museum. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Second item: Documenting the artifacts on official forms: 

 

Work included re-documenting the artifacts on official forms: 

 

 
 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Third item:  Documenting 102 confiscated items from Apamea after 

their details were recorded in the forms: 
 

 

 
 

  

Clay amphora  

 

  

No. 1 

Height  21.5 cm 

Lip thickness 0.5 cm 

Neck height 3 cm 

Mouth diameter  9 cm 

Description  Chipped lip - 6 incomplete circular carvings. No handle 

and no foot 

Condition Good 

Era Late Seleucid, early Roman 

Extraction date  

 

March 3rd, 2015 

Location  Apamea archaeological site, north of Straight Street 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

  

Clay amphora  

 

  

No. 2 

Height  17 cm 

Lip thickness 0.5 cm 

Neck height 2.5 cm 

Mouth diameter  9 cm 

Description  Intact with no handle, foot, or carvings 

Condition Good 

Era Late Seleucid, early Roman 

Documentation date 

 

March 3rd, 2015  

Location  Apamea archaeological site, north of Straight Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

  

Clay amphora  

 

  

No. 3 

Height  13.5 cm 

Lip thickness 0.5 cm 

Neck height 1 cm 

Mouth diameter  9 cm 

Description  No handle, foot, or carvings – multiple chips in lip 

Condition Good 

Era Late Seleucid, early Roman 

Documentation date 

 

March 3rd, 2015 

Location  Apamea archaeological site, north of Straight Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

  

Clay amphora  

 

  

No. 4 

Height  15.5 cm 

Lip thickness 0.5 cm 

Neck height 2.5 cm 

Mouth diameter  2 cm 

Description  No handle or foot – chipped lip - smooth, uncarved, and 

unsteady 

Condition Fair 

Era Seleucid 

Documentation date 

 

March 3rd, 2015 

Location  Apamea site, north of Straight Street 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

  

Clay amphora  

 

  

No. 5 

Height  16 cm 

Lip thickness 0.5 cm 

Neck height Neckless 

Mouth diameter  9.5 cm 

Description  Inverted lip; three legs at the base 

Lip thickness 5 cm 

Condition Good 

Era Late Seleucid, early Roman 

Extraction date 

 

March 3rd, 2015 

Location  Apamea archaeological site, north of Straight Street 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

  

Clay amphora  

 

  

No. 6 

Height  16 cm 

Lip thickness 3 mm  

Neck height Neckless 

Mouth diameter  9 cm 

Description  Small chip in the lip - has grooves and ridges 1-3  

 

Condition Good 

Era Seleucid 

Documentation date 

 

March 3rd, 2015 

Location  Apamea archaeological site  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

  

Clay amphora  

 

  

No. 7 

Height  16 cm 

Lip thickness 3 mm 

Neck height 3.5 cm 

Mouth diameter  3.5 cm 

Description  Chipped lip, unsteady, no foot, no drawings 

Condition Good 

Era Seleucid 

Documentation date 

 

March 3rd, 2015 

Location  Apamea archaeological site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The pieces were documented on the official forms adopted by the Cultural Heritage 

Center and sprayed with Smart Water  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fourth item: Preparing a New Underground Storage Site: 

The purpose of this new underground site is to provide a secure space to 

store the growing acquisitions of the museum in a safe location. Work 

included preparing the site to achieve appropriate humidity, ventilation, 

and temperature to store the artifacts. Floors and walls were insulated, 

proper ventilation and air conditioning were secured as approved by the 

supervising entity to ensure compliance with proper storage guidelines. 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

Work executed by:  

Abdul Rahman al-Yahya (Engineer) 

Nayef al-Qaddour, Ahmad al-Annan, Akram al-Qassoum, and 

Mohammed al-Battal (Archaeologists) 

Firas al-Yahya (Journalist) 

 

Syrian Cultural Heritage Center  

On August 18th, 2018  

 

 

Report by:  

Abdul Rahman al-Yahya 

Khaled Hiatlih 

Site monitors Project director  

Dr. Amr Al-Azm  
 

             

 


